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ATTENTION ON DECK  

 
.      

Donna Longway is still collecting, food, soda & beer tabs for either a local 

school or the Ronald McDonald House.  Please collect them in a zip lock bag 

and bring them to the meetings or call her @ 321-449-9037. 

 

 

Membership Meeting 

 
Tuesday 02,  June 2009 @1900 

Brevard Veteranôs Center 

400 Sykes Creek Pkwy, Merritt Island, FL 

 

 

Monthly Speaker 
 

We are glad to announce that Earl McMillin 

has agreed to speak at our membership meet-

ing once again.  Please mark the date on your 

calendar, as talks or presentations are very 

Interesting.   
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THE BRIDGE OFFICERS  

Commander 

Cdr Lance H. VandeBerg, P  

452-2514 

lancere@bellsouth.net 

Executive Officer                                                         

P/C Kermit Forbes, P 

449-8784 

susanforbes@bellsouth.net 

Administrative  Officer  

Lt/C Gerard Meunier, JN  

267-304-7514 

gmeunier@cfl.rr.com 

Squadron Educational Officer  

Lt/C Paul Ragusa, P 

rpaulfran@aol.com 

745-2360 

Secretary 

Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P  

452-4602 

bobmar2215@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer 

Lt/C Clay Bernichon, P 

631-4557 

clayeb@cfl.rr.com       

Soundings Editor    

Lt Debra Burleson, S 

454-3171 

debra.burleson@bellsouth.net 

Advertising Sales 

P/C Duane Balkema, AP 

452-5892 

DBalk17@cfl.rr.com 

Chairman, Distribution  

Lt Dee Neve, P 

784-1513 

nurseneve@yahoo.com 

Mailing Committee  

Lt Johan W. Neve, P  

Photographer 

Lt Debra Burleson, S 

  

SOUNDINGS DEADLINE: SOUNDINGS DEADLINE:   

THE 10TH OF EACH THE 10TH OF EACH 

MONTH MONTH   

We welcome comments,   

boating stories and any  

   articles of interest  youôd 

like to submité 

E:Mail an Attachment to 

debra.burleson@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

AT THE HELM  
 

Commander Lance H. VandeBerg, P  

 

On May 5th, I attended the Board of County Commissioners meeting. 

The Board approved a resolution proclaiming May 16 ï 22 as Na-

tional Safe Boating Week, and recognized several organizations and 

agencies in Brevard County that work so diligently to educate the 

boating public and keep them safe. 

 

At the general membership meeting, May 5th,  Lt Howard Bernbaum, 

SN received his life membership award having received 25 merit 

marks. Congratulations Howard. We installed another new member, 

Richard Corrigan. Welcome aboard. The presentation was given by 

Lt/C Gerard Meunier, JN, on his trip of the Great Loop.  

 

The D23 summer counsel meeting was held May 9th at the La Cita 

Country Club in Titusville. There were three main topics of discus-

sion which were: The sale of USPS educational material by National 

to book stores and libraryôs, the elimination of the Governing Board 

meeting in September, and only holding one per year, and changes in 

the way the USPS Financial Committee handles the investments. The 

new directory of D23 officers was distributed.  

 

Following the counsel meeting we all gathered at Sands Point picnic 

area for lunch and the cardboard boat race. CBS&PS had over 50 

members in attendance. Our boats showed extremely well, and it was 

evident our boat builders put a lot of time and effort into the project. 

Even though, we didnôt win the race, we all had a great time and look 

forward to next year. 

 

 

LIFE VESTS SAVE LIVES!!  
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SQUADRON EDUCATION OFFICER  

 

LT/C Paul A. Ragusa, P 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

 

P/C Kermit Forbes, P 
 

 

Congratulations to Kenneth Charles, Ralph Crawford, Winnie Crawford, David Keane, 

Nancy Keane, and Scott Sievers on their successful completion of the USPS Piloting  

Course. 

 

On 23 April 2009, the recent CBSPS members that were awarded the ñNò (navigator) grade,  along 

with their instructors, P/D/C Fred Adame, SN and P/C George Hess, SN, 

and their mates celebrated at the Chart House in Melbourne, FL.  The members that 

achieved this grade is as follows: 

 

P/D/C Les Tribout, N 

Lenny Senibaldi, N 

LT Dennis Peterson, N 

P/LT/C Brian Grigsby, N 

Bruce Wade, N (Titusville Sail and Power Squadron) 

 

Marine Electronics is proceeding on schedule. 

 

Americaôs Boating Course began on 12 May 2009 at Cape Canaveral Hospital. 

 

We are well into the year and we are still struggling with what to do about money.  We have too many 

people trying to reduce expenditures, and not trying to increase income.  The budget we have presented 

is about as bare bones as it gets. 

 

The squadron is all about education of the public and our membership, all of the monies spent are con-

nected to education, not personal expenses. 

 

What does it take to have a successful squadron?  It would be nice if each member would give us their 

thoughts on what they believe it would take to have an enjoyable and successful year.  Input from every-

one is very important and necessary. 

 

Please help your bridge keep the ship heading into the future, not drifting backwards.  Make a sugges-

tion on how we can increase income and provide the necessary education the public needs to have a safe 

boating experience. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
 

LT/C Gerard Meunier, JN  

Membership Recruiting: 

No new members that I have heard of. 

Budget assumes 32 new members. We are already falling behind. 

Letôs each of us bring a new member. Have Membership Applicationsé 

 

Membership Retention: 

National sent out the Renewal Notices for May. 

Please renew before due date or you will receive a call from one of your Board Members. 

Can pay via Internet at www.usps.org/dues. 

 

Entertainment:  

We had 4 boats and 22 members at the April 23rd outing. Good as wind did not help! 

Sat May 30th: Boating Raft-up/ Lunch at Sunset Grill (see Boating Activities) 

Sat June 27th: Next Boating Outing/ Picnic probably at Kars Park in Merritt Island.  

July 4th:  Cocoa Village fireworks: Cancelled due to lack of interest.    

 

Programs: 

Tues. June 2nd: Ex-Head Pilot at Cape Canaveral. 

Tues. July 7th: Amazon River with our own Doris Valentine. 

August:  No program? 

Sept:  The Great Loop, Part 2. The Squadron computer should be fixed by then! 

 

Secretary 

 
LT/C Marilyn Flanigan, P  

Here are some additional changes to the new roster.  Please update your roster to reflect these changes. 

 

Change of Rank  

 

P/C Kermit Forbes, P 

 

Email changes 

 

Larry Burleson: debrabur@bellsouth.net 

 

Ralph Crawford: oryio@cfl.rr.com  

 

Winifred Crawford: wccrawford@cfl.rr.com  

 

 (cont.) 

John Klotch: jkfklotch@msn.com 

 

Kay Wurst: khwurst@earthlink.net  

 

Associate Member 

 

Donald Frischman: djfrisch@bellsouth.net 

 

Telephone Number 

 

J. P. Longway, III: 2nd phone 321-231-5547  

 

http://www.usps.org/dues
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Coco-Nauts Corner 

President, 1/Lt Susan Forbes, S 
 

 

I hope everyone is having an enjoyable spring.  Kermit and I spent a week in the Keys with 

friends from North Carolina and our dog, Baby.  The men caught their share of dolphin 

and we had a great time.  The following two weeks will be spent with my Mother who is 

traveling here on Mother's Day and is coming with a couple from Pa.  Memorial Day Week-

end we will have our daughter Justine here to round out the month of May.  While it will be 

an exciting and full month, I will be glad when June arrives.   

  

On June 10th we will be having a picnic at our home for all of the Coco-Nauts and their 

spouses or partners.  Kermit will be cooking his famous pork loin and I will have iced tea 

and all paper goods.  Please email or call and let me know what you are bringing to 

share.  Phone # is 449-8784.  Also bring your bathing suits if you want to swim,  and be here 

at 12:00.  Directions are from 520 heading west turn right on N. Banana River Dr.  proceed 

to Pelican Creek Estates, take right on Pelican, right on Albatross, go 2 blocks, turn left on 

Reef Ct., and it is the first house on the left. 

  

Don't forget the rendezvous May 30th at the Sunset Grille.  We will have a great time.   

 

 

CBSPS AWARDS 

Trent Milliken -Life Time 

 Membership (25 Merit Marks) 

Debra Burleson-Distinction in 

Journalism Award (Sounding) 

Clay Bernichon- 

Operations Training 
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D23 Galaxy 
D/Lt/C Walter C. Fields, SN 

Educational Officer 
 

Your District 23 Educational Department has been very active and busy since our last Annual Confer-

ence.  In April we held the annual D23 Educational Department Workshop and Seminar in Satellite 

Beach.  Many thanks to Commander Lucy Hixenbaugh and the Banana River Sail and Power Squad-

ron for providing an excellent facility for our workshop and a most delicious lunch.  The Assistant Na-

tional Education Officer, Herman Green as our guest speaker at our workshop.  Herman pointed out 

that it is the local Squadrons, not National, which makes USPS work, and encouraged us all to make 

our voices heard.  That opened up a very lively discussion on one of the issues that is before us today - 

whether or not we should open up our members courses to the public, and if so, how do we go about 

selling these courses.  As you may be aware, the USPS Board of Directors has indicated that they are in 

favor of selling these courses to the public, but as of yet have not proposed a plan of how that would be 

done.  The consensus of those present was that we should not allow our member courses to be sold to 

nonmembers via commercial means.  This issue will be before the Governing Board in September and 

we need to make our voices heard as Herman pointed out.  I encourage everyone to let your Squadron 

Commander and local Executive Board know how you feel about this issue so that we as a District can 

vote your wishes.  Each Squadron Commander is a voting member of the USPS Governing Board as is 

your District Commander.  Those Squadron Commanders that cannot attend the Governing Board can 

pass their vote to the District Commander along with direction as to how their Squadron wants to vote.  

Remember, you are USPS, and your vote counts. 

 

By now all of the District 23 SEOs should have received the forms and instructions for each Squadron 

to nominate their very best instructor for the Charles F. Chapman Award for Excellence in Teaching.  

Once a year this award recognizes the five most outstanding instructors in USPS.  The process starts at 

the local squadron level where each Squadron in the District may nominate their most outstanding in-

structor.  These nominees then are submitted to the District where the very best in the District is se-

lected and nominated for national judging.  In the final judging the Chapman Award Selection Group 

of the Instructor Development Committee recognizes the five winners who represent USPS most effec-

tive and outstanding volunteer instructors of the year.  Each of the five winners are awarded a plaque, a 

gold lapel pin, and their names are inscribed in a permanent log book kept at USPS Headquarters.  In 

addition, their squadrons receive a high quality Astra IIIB sextant in a handsome wood presentation 

case given in the winner's name and an LCD projector.  The Chapman Award is the most prestigious 

recognition that USPS can bestow on a member.  Our District has had three winners of this award in 

the past.  They are P/D/C Fred Adame, P/R/C Ann Fields, and P/D/C Richard Leatherman.  We hope to 

add one more winner to this prestigious list this year. Every Squadron has at least one outstanding in-

structor that has given his or her time to the education of other squadron members and the public.  

Now is the time to start the process at the Squadron level.  I encourage each Squadron in District 23 to 

recognize their most effective instructor by nominating him or her for the Charles F. Chapman Award.  

The deadline to submit the nomination package to me for D23 judging is 24 July 2009. 
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS: 
 

check website  (cbsps.com) or e-mail for updates 

 

 

  

 

May  

 
26 - Tuesday, 1830 CBSPS Executive Committee Meeting - Merritt Island Library  

30 - Saturday, 1100 Boating Rendezvous & Lunch Sunset Grill 

 

June 

 
02 - Tuesday, 1900 CBSPS General Meeting - Brevard Veterans Center 

09 - Tuesday, 1900 Americaôs Boating Course Test Cape Canaveral Hospital  

10 - Wednesday, 1130 Coco-Nauts Meetingï Kermit & Susan Forbes home 

23 - Tuesday, 1830 CBSPS Executive Committee Meeting - Merritt Island Library  

27 -  Saturday,  TBD Boating Rendezvous/Picnic at Kars Park  

 

July 

 
07 - Tuesday, 1900 CBSPS General Meeting - Brevard Veteranôs Center 

25 -  Saturday, Boating Activity TBA 

28 -  Tuesday, 1830 Executive Committee Meeting- Merritt Island Library  

 

   

 August 

 
04 - Tuesday, 1900 CBSBS General Meeting - Brevard Veteranôs Center  

25 - Tuesday, 1830 Executive Committee Meeting -  Merritt Island Library  

29 - Saturday, Boating Activity TBA 

 
 

 
 

 

Note: 
CBSPS members are invited to meet and eat each Wednesday at 1130 at the Cozy Corner Café 

at 2425 N. Courtenay Pkwy.  Breakfast and light lunches are available 
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The Silver Tridents (05/09) ** 

Johnnie & Ann McCandless (05/09) **  

John & Merri Mulkey (06/09)  

Larry & Debra Burleson   (9/09)  

Bob & Marilyn Flanigan  (9/09)  

Marian Sweigert   (9/09)  

Edward Hradesky (09/09) 

George & Genevieve Link (10/09) 

Larry Hatfield (11/09) 

Joan Montfort (11/09) 

Richard & Ruth Finn  (01/10) 

Les & Evelyn Tribout (02/10) 

Ed & Helen Kydd (03/10) 

Jay & Donna Longway (03/10) 

Al Pappas (03/10) 

( ** = Up for renewal ) 

As a Soundings sponsor you help defray 

the cost of publishing and mailing the 

Soundings.   

CARE TO JOIN THEIR SUPPORT 

EFFORTS??? 

Please send a check earmarked  

ñThe Soundingsò to: 

Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P  

1490 Holly Avenue 

Merritt Island, FL 32952 

  

THANKS TO THANKS TO   

OUR SPONSORS!OUR SPONSORS!  

BLOOD DONATION 

 
The next blood donation will be on 24 June 0900 at the Blood  

Center on US Hwy. #1.  All donations are appreciated!!!!  

 

 

 

 

B O AT I N G  R E N D E Z V O U S  

 
Saturday May 30th, 2009 

11:30 to 15:00 

 

Raft-up/Dock at East end of channel just S of Rte 520 

 

In 9 ft of Water on Banana River 

Latitude:  80Á 36.9ô West 

Longitude: 28Á 21.4ô North 

 
Lunch or whatever at: 

Sunset Waterfront Grill & Bar  

500 W. Cocoa Beach Causeway 

Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 

321-783-8485 
 

 

By Car: Take Rte 520 E to Cocoa Beach; first Building 

on right  after crossing the causeway. 

 

Boaters: Bring a non-boater to enjoy a day on the water. 

   

 

Mark you calendars:  

Boating Activity every last Saturday each month! 
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CBSPS PHOTO GALLERY 
(D23 Spring Conference-Cardboard Boat Race 09 May 2009, Titusville FL) 

 

 

 


